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Speakers:

10:35-11:15 Dr. Shu Fukai (University of Queensland, Australia)

“Improving rice marketability through mechanized production
in Laos and Cambodia”
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11:15-11:55 Mr. Nelson Amezquita (FEDAERROZ, Colombia)

“Technological challenges for improving competitiveness of
Colombian rice sector”
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“Improving rice marketability through mechanized production in Laos and Cambodia”
Dr. Shu Fukai (University of Queensland, Australia)

In Laos and Cambodia, rice is traditionally grown for subsistence purposes with low input and low output and low grain
quality. With recent shortages in labour availability, rice production is gradually shifting to a mechanized system.
Mechanized production reduces the cost of production, and hence rice can be marketed more readily. In particular, the
introduction of combine harvesters and associated use of artificial grain dryers has resulted in more uniform rice product,
and this has further provided opportunity for improved marketing of rice. Milling quality, particularly head rice yield i.e. the
percentage of whole white grain in rough rice, has increased with timely harvest during ripening and proper grain drying.
In Cambodia where mechanization is more advanced, rice export has increased sharply in recent years. The seminar will
cover the recent research results on mechanized rice production in these countries, and suggests areas where further
work is required.
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“Technological challenges for improving competitiveness of Colombian rice sector”
Mr. Nelson Amezquita (FEDAERROZ, Colombia)

In Colombia rice is cultivated since 1580 AD, and at the beginning of the 20th century the first rice mill was installed to
start its commercial exploitation. Today the rice sector has 16,400 producers for about 3 million tons of paddy rice in
570,000 ha in 4 agro-ecological zones, mainly under the mechanized and irrigated production systems. The largest
proportion of the farms are less than 10 ha, followed by those between 10 and 50 ha. The standard of infrastructure
including the availability of irrigation is high in the central zone and the dry Caribbean, while in the humid Caribbean and
the eastern plains the rainfed system predominates with less available machinery and transport. Land tenure presents a
high proportion under lease, which increases production costs and hinders investment for long term soil management.

In Colombia, rice research and technology transfer system is advanced due to the leading role taken by
FEDEARROZ since 1990s. However, new diseases, reduction in yield associated with unexperienced climate, and
threats from international agreement (e.g., CAN, TLC) have forced Colombian rice sector to develop improved
technological packages. Since 2012, the Massive Adoption of Technology (AMTEC) program has been implemented,
which aims to integrate all the administrative and technological aspects of rice production to make it economically more
competitive and environmentally more sustainable. In this seminar, two wholistic technology packages are introduced;
one is AMTEC and the other is SATREPS in collaboration with Japan during 2014 to 2018.
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