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Objective of “Conflict and agricultural research in Asia —Far East and
Indochina—"
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Seventy years after the outbreak of the Pacific War, the number of
Japanese who have experienced the war is decreasing. However, from an
Asia-wide perspective, wars have not stopped during this period in modern
Asian history: the Korean War took place in the 1950s; Vietnamese War in
the 1960s; Cambodian Civil War in the 1970s; Afghanistan Civil War from the
1980s; Gulf War in the 1990s; and East Timorese crisis, war in Afghanistan,
and Irag War in the 2000s. Like the message conveyed at the United Nations
headquarters—They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks—farming and cultivation are peacemaking by nature.
Agricultural research, which is closely related with farming and cultivation, is
usually conducted at experimental stations or in laboratories, without the
dangers of air assault and mines. There are many difficulties in those conflict
regions, but let us see how agricultural research helps to reconstruct regions
and countries that have been or are currently in turmoil in Asia. For this
seminar, we have selected some case studies in Far East and Indochina that
have aimed at the reconstruction of regions or countries from the damages
of war.



